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To: Interested Parties 

From: Celinda Lake and Joshua Ulibarri 

Re: Recent Polling in Houston’s Mayoral Runoff
1
 

Date: November 17, 2009 

 

A recent Lake Research Partners survey of likely voters in Houston’s upcoming mayoral 

runoff shows that City Controller Annise Parker holds a strong lead over former City 

Attorney and lobbyist Gene Locke.  In our recent survey, among likely voters with 

previous participation in past city runoff elections, Parker leads with 47 percent (37 

percent strong) to 34 percent for 

Locke (27 percent strong).  A fifth of 

voters (19 percent) remains 

undecided.   

 

Parker holds this large lead even 

though the poll simulated high 

turnout among African American 

voters.  The sample was comprised 

of 54 percent Anglos, 30 percent 

African Americans, and 12 percent 

Latinos. 

 

Parker remains the best-known and 

liked candidate in the race and she 

maintains her lead even under a 

simulated attack.  Only a substantially negative campaign from Locke can interrupt her 

momentum.  Sixty-seven percent of voters have a favorable impression of Parker and 

62 percent think she has done either an excellent (21 percent) or good job (41 percent) 

as City Controller.  Fifty-seven percent of voters hold a favorable view of Locke.   

 

In sum, Parker leads this race.  Her deep base of personal support positions her well to 

win the runoff and become the next mayor of Houston. 

                                                           
1
 Methodology: Lake Research Partners designed and administered this survey, which was conducted by phone using professional 

interviewers.  The survey was conducted among 600 registered voters in Houston with previous vote participation in municipal runoff 

elections and who are likely to vote this December.  The survey was conducted November 11-15, 2009. The margin of error for the full 

sample is +/-3.5 percentage points. 
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